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on several occasions to the Foreign Office, on the
subject of numerous cargoes of cotton, fraudulently
exported from the Levant, without payment of the
duty fof 12 per cent ad valorem, and which were sold
in the above-mentioned town at prices which were
ruinous to the honest importers ? The affair is too
recent to have escaped the memory of the victims
of those culpable operations, which gave a very un-
desirable notoriety to Christian houses of the first
rank.

In reflecting on the unusual character of the facts
which we have just related, and which have been
taken at hazard from amidst hundreds of the same
kind, this question naturally presents itself: How is
it that these different Governments allowed them-
selves to be thus cheated, without seeking to cut at
the root of the evil ? To us Europeans, indeed, the
remedy seems at first sight within easy reach, not-
withstanding that the old continent is full of abuses
and rotten institutions, from which it has great diffi-
culty in freeing itself.

In the Levant it is still less easy. Everything
seems to conspire in favour of these frauds. The
administrative machine is complicated. Red-tape
flourishes in all its splendour. There a day may be
passed in a public office in running from one room
to another, without any other result than a series of